
Terms of reference 

Type of working group IFOAM EU Expert Group “GMOs”  

Appointed by/at IFOAM EU board 

Office responsibility Alejandro Gil, Eric Gall 

Members -Call for experts sent to members and the ‘Keeping GMOs out of organics’ roundtable 

-‘Keeping GMOs out of organics’ steering committee project will input in the decision.  

-Board to decide on final group of members. 

Mandate � To provide advice, input on advocacy strategy and prepare positions and opinions 

on different key issues related with GMOs. Some key issues already identified as a 

priority are:  

o GM-free and GMO labelling. 

o New breeding techniques: with a focus on the proposal from the commission 

to exclude some bio techniques from the scope of the current legislation. The 

Seed Expert Group will follow this topic. The GMO expert group will be 

consulted.  

o GMO national bans for cultivation; with a focus on the implementation of the 

directive EU 2015/412. 

o GMO national bans on imports. 

o GM contamination on food, feed and seed; with a focus on the attempts to 

drop zero tolerance policy on food and seed. 

o Liability in case of contamination and legal protection of the organic 

operators. 

 

� The GMO expert group’s role is also to identify other areas where the IFOAM EU 

Group should get involved related with GMOs.  

� Experts can be suggested by IFOAM EU office as speakers on events related to a 

specific issue and/or become active in lobby activities coordinated by IFOAM EU 

office. 

� Experts must provide technical advice in case IFOAM EU would be asked to 

participate in public consultations on issues regarding GMOs.  

� Experts must stick to the agreed IFOAM EU position and the IFOAM EU office is 

informed about this activity (and can veto in case the activity is not assessed as 

being in line with IFOAM EU goals)  

 

Objective � To make the IFOAM EU GMO Expert Group a competent stakeholder in the field of 

GMOs and to influence the political process on the different legislations in a way 

that appropriate rules are improved and/or created for preventing GMO 

contamination in organics and protection of the integrity of the organic sector.  

 

Issues to consider  � The GMO expert group will be involved as soon as issues appear that are related 

to GMOs.  

� Final decisions about positions have to be made by IFOAM EU Board/Council. 

Regards lobby strategies and political questions the Director and/or board will 

decide. 

� The expert group cannot become active or publicly visible on its own behalf. 

 


