
From IFOAM EU Work Programme 2015: 
 
Demonstrate the role of organic farming in safeguarding the Union’s citizens from 
climate-related pressures and in addressing international climate related challenges 
 
1. Strengthen IFOAM EU’s advocacy capacity and impact on EU climate policy and 
legislation  

 

Context:  

2015 will be an important year in the fight against climate change. The Commission will start 
the legislative process for the next Climate Package 2030, and Parties to the UNFCCC1 are 
expected to agree on a new climate treaty at the 21st Conference of the Parties (COP21) taking 
place in Paris in December 2015. The European Council is expected to publish the political 
guidance on the overall EU climate targets in October 2014. The communication to the 
UNFCCC on the targets will be done by the European Commission and Council/Presidency 
in a separate procedure in January 2015. For translating the climate targets into binding 
legislation, the Commission should therefore start next year the legislative process for the 
Climate Package 2030, namely a Review of the EU Emissions Trading System (ETS2) 
Directive and a new Effort Sharing Decision (ESD3). The ESD will set new reduction targets 
for sectors not covered by the ETS, including non-CO2 emissions from agriculture. The 
agricultural sector accounts for 10% of total EU greenhouse gas emissions and about 17% of 
the non-ETS greenhouse gas emissions. In contrast to the LULUCF4 (Land Use, Land Use 
Change and Forestry) CO2 emissions, the non-CO2 emissions in the agriculture sector – 
methane emissions from livestock and N2O emissions from fertilisers – are currently included 
in both the ESD and the Kyoto Protocol. In its communication on the 2030 climate and energy 
package, the Commission suggested that the LULUCF and agricultural non-CO2 emissions 
could be merged into one new and independent pillar of the EU’s climate policy. Another option 
suggested by the European Commission is that the LULUCF sector could be included under 
the ESD. Given that the LULUCF sector is projected to sequester more carbon than it releases 
in Europe, the inclusion of the LULUCF sector would weaken the ESD target and would likely 
lead to fewer mitigation activities in the non-ETS sectors like agriculture than if the LULUCF 
sector remained to be treated separately. Organic farming can significantly contribute to 
reducing emissions from agriculture and contribute to adaptation to climate change by making 
agriculture more resilient. The organic movement is active in researching and implementing 
innovative agriculture techniques that reduce emissions, and it is willing to strengthen its 
capacity to advocate for more ambitious action on the reductions of agricultural emissions at 
EU and national levels. 
 
Objectives  
 
Improve the level of ambition for effective reductions of emissions from the agriculture sector 
in the next EU Climate Package for 2030. 
 

Significantly increase the target for agriculture emission reductions by 2030 in the Effort 

Sharing Decision proposal and keep the land use, land-use change and forestry (LULUCF) 

sector separate from the ESD and the ETS, without any flexibility options between the 

different pillars. 

 
 

                                                
1 http://newsroom.unfccc.int/ 
2 http://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/ets/documentation_en.htm 
3 http://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/effort/index_en.htm 
4 http://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/forests/lulucf/index_en.htm 
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2. Contribute to the EU international climate activities 

 

Context: 

COP 21 of the UNFCCC will take place in Paris in December 2015. The EU has the ambition 
that Parties will agree on a new climate treaty that will frame international action on climate 
change between 2020 and 2030. The Ad Hoc Working Group on the Durban Platform for 
Enhanced Action (ADP5) is the subsidiary body to the Climate Change Convention which holds 
the mandate to develop the text for a new legally binding agreement on addressing climate 
change and reducing greenhouse gas emissions. ADP will most likely have three interim 
sessions in Bonn in 2015 before COP 21 in Paris where the participating parties are expected 
to come to this agreement.The Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice 
(SBSTA6) is another subsidiary body to the Convention to provide the COP with scientific and 
technological information. After years of struggle to make SBSTA create a work programme 
on agriculture, the Farmers’ Constituency finally succeeded at its June 2014 session in Bonn 
in convincing the SBSTA to undertake scientific and technical work on agriculture7. IFOAM 
Global unofficially co-leads the Farmers’ Constituency at the UNFCCC negotiations, and is 
regularly given the chance to speak on behalf of organic farmers at both ADP and SBSTA 
sessions. Therefore IFOAM's messages to date have been heard by Parties in official 
plenaries, workshops and side events at UNFCCC and its messages will resonate when it 
comes to detailed lobbying regarding the SBSTA activities. IFOAM EU will strongly cooperate 
with IFOAM Global to maximise its impact.  
 
Objectives: Contribute to an ambitious new treaty on climate change for the post 2020 period. 
 
2(a) Raise awareness of the climate change negotiators of the Commission and Member 
States on the relevance of organic agriculture for climate change mitigation and adaptation. 
2(b) Organic farming practices are positioned in SBSTA’s work as key solutions for mitigation 
and adaptation of agriculture, improving food and nutrition security and livelihoods of farming 
communities worldwide. 
 
 
3. Contribute to the research agenda for tackling climate change in agriculture  
 

Context: The director of IFOAM EU is the vice-chair in the Stakeholder advisory board of the 
transnational Joint Programming Initiative "Agriculture, Food Security and Climate Change" 
(FACCE–JPI8) that works out strategic research agendas for agriculture with high emphasis 
on climate change. The Global Alliance for Climate-Smart Agriculture (GACSA9), launched in 
September 2014 at the Climate Summit organised by the UN Secretary General, was criticised 
by many civil society organisations, including IFOAM. The term ‘climate smart’ is intentionally 
too vague and the Alliance is led by corporations that push for a research agenda that includes 
the use of GMOs and pesticides. It is therefore important to highlight that systemic approaches 
are more efficient to tackle climate change. 
 
Objectives: Research agendas include research on agro-ecology and systemic approaches 
and real sustainable solutions rather than techno-fixes. 
 

                                                
5 http://unfccc.int/bodies/body/6645.php 
6 http://unfccc.int/bodies/body/6399.php 
7
This refers to: Contingency plans in relation to extreme weather events; Risk and vulnerability assessment in agriculture; 

Identification of adaptation measures; Assessment of agricultural practices and technologies to enhance productivity in a 
sustainable manner, food security and resilience. 
8http://www.faccejpi.com/ 
9http://www.fao.org/climate-smart-agriculture/85725/en/ 
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